
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message from the Pastor and Sermon Notes for December 12, 2021 

 

This week is a special service of remembrance. Over the past two years we 

have said farewell to friends who have received their crown of glory. Due to COVID, 

we have missed the opportunity to celebrate their life because the building was closed 

for a long time. This Sunday will be an opportunity to remember them, celebrate their 

life, and reflect upon the joy and privilege we have had to know such incredible 

people in our lives.   

  

                                                                              Pastor:  Rev. Derek L. White 

   

Scripture:  Philippians 4:4-9 NKJV 

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to 

all men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 

through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are 

noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, 

whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything 

praiseworthy—meditate on these things. The things which you learned and received 

and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. 

  

Sermon: “Remembering Joy”    

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 It has been said to me, Pastor you do a good funeral. Sadly, I have experienced 

so much grief in my life, I guess I have come to appreciate life a little more. And 

because I know the effects of grief, I take it as a privilege to help guide others through 

it. And this is what I have learned from a lifetime of guiding people through the 

process; death of a loved one is a loss of self, not a loss of the loved one.   
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PART 1:   

 When a person dies, we struggle with the idea that they are gone. We don’t 

really know where they have gone, we just know they are gone. We can’t visit them 

like we used to, talk to them like we used to, hold them like we used to. When the 

person is gone, we miss them. And grief is adjusting to the change. Nobody likes 

major changes, and grief is a quick response to a major change. But while we may feel 

changed, we know the God who does not change. And while we may feel like the 

person is gone, to God they never left.  As we approach death, God often provides 

more care for us. And death is finally handing our eternal care over to God.   

 

PART 2:    

 There are two parts to saying goodbye. One is acknowledging a sense of 

loss. The other part is acknowledging what is missed, and that is usually the good 

stuff appreciated about the person. So today we also celebrate the joy and good stuff 

from our friends who are gone now. And this connects to the passage in 

Philippians. We should all strive to leave a legacy of love, compassion, and deeds 

which are praiseworthy. This is the joy part of remembrance services. We miss these 

individuals because we recognize the good qualities in them who made us better 

people. We grieve the loss of these individuals because they positively impacted our 

lives.   

 

PART 3: 

 Today is an important day, because we never really got to have this moment of 

recognition of our friends and family members that belong to The Federated 

Church. The opportunity to have a service where we could all come together was not 

possible because of the pandemic. But today should be a day of joy as we in this time 

and place now can praise God for the influential people who have walked with us in 

our journey of faith.   

 

CONCLUSION: 

 I have always considered memorial services like retirement services. As a 

Minister of the Gospel, I know my work will never be done until God says it is time to 

finally retire.  And we as a congregation are all partner ministers in the work God has 

given us. As long as we have days here on earth, we have something to contribute to 

the ministry of walking in partnership with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  And 

when that final retirement from this world comes, we should rejoice and celebrate the 

good deeds and contributions to the shared ministry of our brothers and sisters in 

Christ whose labors have ended.  They have completed the work God has given them, 

and now have received the victor's crown with the assurance of God “well done my 

good and faithful servant”. May we celebrate their contributions in our lives, and may 

we continue to work on in their memory until our journey too will one day come to an 

end.  Amen.    
 


