
 

Weekly Message From the Pastor and Sermon Notes for December 19, 2021 

 

Thank you to all who helped last week's service be a special time of remembrance.  

As we move forward into the New Year, we look to the Lord to guide us forward.    

 

The Christmas Eve Service will be streamed online for those who wish to watch 

from home. If you have family that historically have been part of the church, please invite 

them to join the service online even if they are no longer living in the Barnstable area. No 

longer is there a geographical barrier for us to be the church, only technological barriers 

with our computers and internet to stay connected.   

  

                                                                              Pastor:  Rev. Derek L. White 

   

Scripture:    Isaiah 9:6  (NIV) 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” 

  

Sermon: “And He Shall Be Called (Prince of Peace”  

Introduction: 

           And he shall be called the Prince of Peace. Jesus was born to a long line of warrior 

Kings like Saul, David, and Solomon. The people of Israel anticipated that the Messiah 

would be a warrior King who would drive out the Romans the way the Maccabee Kings 

drove out the Greeks. The expectation was for one who would pour out wrath upon the 

enemies of Israel.  Many who accepted Jesus as the Messiah like Judas felt betrayed 

when he didn’t lead a revolt against the Romans. The expectation of what many were 

looking for, and the prophesy of who God said he would send did not match.  

           Jesus was not the one people expected, but he is the one whom God said he 

would send.  Reading the Bible this theme seems to be a consistent them with God.  God 

chooses the most unlikely people for the most impossible tasks. David a small boy is 

chosen to face a giant.  Saul the most tempered a blook thirsty warrior is made 

king. Moses who thinks he is an Egyptian son of Pharaoh ( a god himself) leads the 

people of the one true God out of the bondage in Egypt. In other words when the people 

say “this guy”, God responds with “yes this guy”. Jesus was not who the people expected, 

but he is the one whom God promised.    

 

Part 1: 

I love the melody of the Christmas Hymn “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”, but 

the title is all wrong. Jesus was not what they expected.  

           The birth of Jesus shows he is not what they long expected. He was born in a 

manger because there was no room for Joseph and Mary in the Inn. If he was expected 

someone should have made reservation or at least been prepared to greet him with his 

arrival. If he was expected then Herod who was appointed by Cesar over Israel as a 

vassal king should have known where he was to be born.  But the news caught Herod by 



surprise. The scribes who study the prophesies had to go into the archives to see what city 

the Messiah would be born in. The shepherds abandoned their flocks rather than hiring 

extra hands so they could go and see the new born king.  

           Nobody was prepared or had a plan of what to do when Jesus was born. The whole 

thing was so unorganized. Jesus was not what was long expected, but he is who God said 

he would send. Tell God your plan and see what God does with it. A manger for the birth 

of the Prince of Peace is not what anyone saw coming.  

 

Part 2: 

           Just like Jesus birth which was unexpected the way it happened, so is Jesus death 

on the cross. Whatever it was that people expected, God did not follow our plans for the 

Messiah. And that is because God is God, and God’s ways are not our ways. Jesus is the 

ultimate reminder of that. God doesn’t follow our plans, we are called to follow God’s 

plan.  

           I will be the first to admit going into ministry was not my plan for my life. It was 

the last thing I wanted to do. There are a million things easier than pastoring a church. I 

know, I’ve done government work. But even though I had a plan for my life, I knew I 

was called to follow God’s plan.  

 

Part 3:  

           A professor of mine in seminary told me ministry is messy. You never know what 

to expect. You can’t plan or prepare for it; you just have to be there when it happens. The 

part he left out that I have learned over the years is so much happens between ministry 

and caring for the family that you’re always torn between what you can and cannot show 

up for. Ministry is constantly juggling the unexpected. Certainly, the disciples were 

caught unexpected when Jesus told them to feed the 5000. Or when the Holy Spirit swept 

through house and set their tongues on fire. Or when Paul was blinded on the road to 

Damascus had a total life change.  God is always doing the unexpected. And Jesus even 

though prophesized for centuries still is the ultimate example of the unexpected.  

Conclusion: 

            God told Isaiah that this child to be born would be called the Prince of Peace. The 

people of the time were looking for a revolutionary leader to use force to drive out the 

Romans. Instead they got a baby who would teach of love, grace, and forgiveness. They 

wanted a mighty warrior, and yet they got a bearded long hair sandal wearing pacifist 

who taught to turn the other cheek. They wanted someone to restore the temple and they 

got someone who prophesized it would be torn down. They wanted Jesus to agree with 

them, and yet he always offered a different way at looking at the world.  Jesus was not 

what they expected.  

           Even today Jesus may not be what we expect. God often asks us to do the 

unexpected. We fight over religion and yet Jesus is called the Prince of Peace. We pray 

for victory over our enemies in Jesus name, and yet we fail to see he is the Prince of 

Peace. Churches fight, and yet they call him the Prince of Peace. The question is not is 

Jesus who we expect him to be, but are we who Jesus expects us to be.  

           To call Jesus the Prince of Peace means we must be followers of peace.  
 


