
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message From the Pastor and Sermon Notes for December 26, 2021. 

 

 Merry Christmas to you and your family as we celebrate this joyous time of 

season.  Many of you may be away and we do hope that you will take advantage of 

the online version of the service.  No longer do geographical barriers prevent us 

from worshiping together.  Wherever you are this may you be blessed.  From all of 

us at the church, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

                                                                                        Rev. Derek L. White 

Scripture:  Luke 2:8-14 

 And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 

great joy, which shall be to all people. ... And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the 

highest, and on Earth peace, goodwill toward men.”  

  

  

SERMON NOTES: 

  

INTRODUCTION: 

  

 The way we greet and introduce ourselves to people for the first time makes 

a remarkable impression.  Here in Luke 2:8-14 we have the Angel (Greek Word 

for Messenger) of the Lord bringing us an announcement from God.  God greets 

us with good tidings and great joy.   

  

PART 1: 

  

 We as a people should seek to follow in the example of God and in the 

likeness of Christ.  When we greet one another we should do so with good 

tidings and great joy. 

 During our Advent Devotional Series one of the themes that stood out was 

the example of Joy.  What set the followers of Jesus apart from others was their 

great joy.  Believing is not what makes us Christian, rejoicing in the Good News 
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is what makes us Christian.  The Bible says even the demons believe, but they 

are not Christian.  It is the joy that comes in response to the miracle of Jesus 

being born that gives us the identity of being followers of Jesus and the Good 

News that comes with him. 

  

PART 2: 

  

 The Middle Ages changed the way Christianity is understood in a modern 

sense.  Often we think devotion to God means living like monks in a monastery 

cloistered away from the world dressed in drab clothing singing depressing 

songs.  But that is not what the early Church looked like.  The early Church was 

filled with house gatherings and parties of fellowship with good tidings and great 

joy.  Songs were sung with the string instruments and cymbals.  Paul’s letters to 

the churches express overwhelming joy that he felt as a result of the 

Gospel.  And one part of what makes Christmas feel so special to us is the 

reminder of the joy that comes with the season of Christmas. 

  

CONCLUSION: 

  

 As God greets us with a message of good tidings and great joy, we should 

keep this tradition alive in our spiritual journey.  Greet others with a smile and an 

encouraging message.  Give every opportunity to share with others.   

 I will conclude with this, we say Merry Christmas because it is a reminder 

that we should be merry.  Joy is more contagious than anything else on earth.  And 

there is such a need in the world for good tidings and great joy.  The devil would 

use discouragement, lies, and hateful messages to rob us of the joy that God seeks 

for us to possess.  So let us not be tempted by unholy speech or thought that would 

diminish our joy as a church.  Let us be joy givers, recognizing the joy God has 

given us.  
 

 

 

 

 


