
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message from the Pastor and Sermon Notes for January 23, 2022 

 

 This Sunday January 23, 2022 I hope you will be able to join in the blanket 

project.  We are preparing to assemble blankets at the church to help fight against 

the cold for the homeless and those in need of warmth in our community.  With 

temperatures dropping it is so important to protect life of those exposed to the 

cold.  
 

                                                                                        Rev. Derek L. White 

Scripture:  Matthew 2:1:11 

  

Sermon: “What Gifts Shall We Bring Him (Frankincense) Part 1”  Rev.  White 

 

  

SERMON NOTES 

  

INTRODUCTION 

  

 Years ago working at a little church in Maine I came across an interesting 

item.  On the shelf in my office was this green velvet looking bag that had an 

interesting smell to it.  I had no idea what it was.  It was just there in the Pastor’s 

study when I moved in.  And then Christmas came and I noticed it had been 

placed next to the manger in the Sanctuary with a gold foil wrapped bar and a 

little bottle.  It was a prop that the church used to represent the gifts the wisemen 

had brought to Jesus.  But unlike the gold foil wrapped bar and the empty bottle 

of myrrh perfume, the green bag was something different.  It had something in it 

I had never seen before.   
  

PART 1 

  

 The green bag was a bag of Frankincense.  They are little crystal looking 

rocks that have this amazing mineral smell.  Often frankincense is burned to give 

off this wonderful aroma that is used for stress release.  Apparently spas use it as 

the fragrance for relaxation.   
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 In ancient times it was used for the preservation of bodies in tombs.  First 

responders today use a little trick when they are recovering bodies by putting 

Vicks Vapor rub on their upper lip to mask the smell.  Frankincense was used 

similarly in ancient times when tombs were opened to bury bodies.  The 

frankincense powder would be on the burial wrap for preparing the body.  Most 

likely when Peter entered the tomb for Jesus the head cloth folded on the ledge 

would have been laced with Frankincense.   
  

 PART 2 

  

 The other use of Frankincense was to use it in worship for burnt 

offerings.  The belief is the smoke that would rise from the burning Frankincense 

would waft into the air and create a pleasing aroma to God.  In Orthodox 

churches churches today it is often placed in a thinser or a thurible.  The smoke is 

used to make a pleasing smell to the Lord, but also the smoke is a reminder that 

the throne of God in heaven cannot be easily seen behind a thin veil.   
  

Frankincense has been used for thousands of years in worship, even before 

the birth of Christ in Bethlehem.  But what makes it a remarkable part of the 

story of Epiphany is that gentiles from the East were the first to come and 

recognize him as the newborn king.  The scriptures say he came to his own and 

they did not know him.  But to those who were scientists, or astronomers, of 

magicians like Magi; they were the first to recognize him and present him with 

gifts fitting for a King.    
  

PART 3 

  

 One final part about this green velvet bag of Frankincense is that it is rather 

remarkable who gave the gift of Frankincense.  This was a gift given to President 

Bush senior by the King of Saudi Arabia. So unlike other bags of Frankincense 

this bag comes from a real king in the east.  A Muslim and a Christian who had 

deep respect for each other and could work together.  In the same way 

Zorastarian Magi came to Bethlehem to welcome a Jewish King.  It is believed 

the Magi came from modern day Iran.   
  

CONCLUSION 

  

 What gifts can we bring before the Lord.  What peace offerings can we make 

to God today.  Perhaps the greatest gift that can be given is to put aside differences 

and work together with respect for all.  The simple act of presenting a meaningful 

gift can go a long way in restoring and strengthening relationships.  It is not what 

the gift is, it is the gesture of the gift that the Lord finds pleasing.  


