
 

 

Weekly Message from the Pastor and Sermon Notes for February 13, 2022 

  

I am writing this week to share good news with you. It has been an amazing week 

of blessings and ministry. We had the shortest annual meeting to date with 

overwhelming encouraging support.   

  

The blanket project is this Sunday, February 13. So far I have handed out 10 

blankets. The requests keep coming in for more. Thank you to all who have helped 

make this project so successful.   

  

                                                                             Pastor Rev. Derek L. White 

  

Scripture: James 2:14-24 KJV 

 

What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have 

works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily 

food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but 

you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 

17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.18 But someone will 

say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, 

and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. 

You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to 

know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our 

father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see 

that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made 

perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, 

and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of 

God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 

 

SERMON:  Always Seek to Do Good, Part 2 

 

Introduction: 

Charles Blondin was the most famous tightrope walker.  In 1860 he crossed 

Niagara Falls several times on a tightrope.  Legend has it each pass he made he 

asked the crowd if they believed he could do something more extraordinarily 

difficult with each pass he made across.  Finally he asked the crowd if they 

believed he could push a person in a wheelbarrow across the falls.  The crowd 

answered yes, but when he asked for a volunteer no one would get in the 

wheelbarrow.   

 



 

Part 1: 

 

Last week I spoke about faith being a verb and not an adjective.  I shared how fear 

sometimes can get in the way of doing the things that make us compassionate, 

loving, kind, and caring.  Jesus never asked his disciples to believe he was the Son 

of God.  He told them that was who he was.  The example of Peter climbing out of 

the boat and walking on the water is a powerful story that shows Peter truly 

believed it.  James emphasizes that faith without action isn’t really faith at 

all.  What we think doesn’t matter as much as what we do with what we know.   

 

Part 2:   

How many of us believe atoms exist?  We have never seen an atom, heard an atom, 

felt an atom, smelled an atom, or tasted an atom.  We don’t need empirical proof 

that atoms exist.  Even those who failed science believe atoms exist.  James makes 

a similar argument in this morning's passage.  He says even the demons believe in 

Jesus, so what.  As a matter of fact the demons are afraid of Jesus.  Even though 

demons believe in him, they are not going to heaven.  Faith is not about what we 

theoretically think, it is how we apply the practical application.   

Just because we believe atoms exist doesn’t really mean anything unless we know 

how to apply quantum mechanics to tap into the real world practical applications of 

atomic energy.   

 

Conclusion: 

 

I love the quote from St. Francis of Assissi, “preach the Word of God and when 

necessary use words”.  Brannan Manning, a Franciscan Priest from the 1960s, said 

these words of why atheism exists in the world today;  “The greatest single cause 

of atheism in the world today is Christians: who acknowledge Jesus with their lips, 

walk out the door, and deny Him by their lifestyle. That is what an unbelieving 

world simply finds unbelievable.”  In a similar way I love the quote from Billy 

Graham, “A checkbook is a theological document, it will tell you who and what 

you worship”.   

 

Living out one’s faith is applying what is learned for practical use.  Faith is a verb 

describing action, not an adjective describing a state of being.  God does not keep a 

record of our thoughts, God’s knowledge is far above what we think.  But God is 

always looking to us for the practical application of the knowledge God has shared 

with us.   

 

 


