
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message from the Pastor and Sermon Notes for January 30, 2022 

 

 Joys and blessings to everyone.  Continue to remain encouraged.  After two years 

of this virus and now the cold weather, it can take a toll on our mental well-being and our 

spirits.  Last week a friend of Carolyn and I died unexpectedly.  He was one of the nicest 

and kindest people always known for his smile and happy outlook on life.  Unfortunately 

something in him snapped and just like that he was gone.  The stress of the world 

(especially over the past two years) can push anyone to a breaking point.  It is important 

we continue to offer words of encouragement to one another and maintain a sense of 

community.  Little kind gestures and thoughtful notes can often raise hurting spirits.  We 

as the church should continue to do good and support one another with the love of 

Christ.  Consider this week who in our community could use a kind word or a thoughtful 

act of love.   

 

 On a separate note last week we had to postpone the blanket project.  We did have 

two High School students and two other people from the community take the blanket 

materials to make blankets at home.  We have proposed Feb 13th to be the rescheduled 

date for the blanket project.  If you would like to help please call the church.  The 

materials are cut to the right size and with all the slotted edges needed to make the 

blankets.  We need people who can take the time to tie all the knots along the edges.  You 

can pick up a bag with the materials at the church or I can drop a kit off to you if you like 

to help make a blanket at home.  Call the office to let us know if you like to be part of the 

project.   

 

 Finally, thank you for your prayers.  I have fully recovered from Covid.  It feels 

good to be negative (negative to Covid).  We have a number of breakthrough cases so let 

us continue to keep our community in prayer and take the steps to help stop the spread of 

the virus.  As we rely more on online services, we need your feedback on what is 

working well and what steps we can take to make it work better.  Please let me know 

what is needed to make the online services fully supported for you to watch and 

participate on your end.   

 

                                                                                        Rev. Derek L. White 
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SERMON NOTES: 

“Always Seek to Do Good”  Part 1 

  

Scripture:  1 Peter 3:8 “Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one 

another, be compassionate and humble.” 

  

INTRODUCTION: 

  

 Everyone wants to be kind, compassionate, loving, and humble. But wanting to be 

kind, compassionate, loving, and humble can be difficult.   

  

Several years ago I presented the idea to a church that we should put in a 

playground for the children in the congregation.  After church during coffee hour it was 

clear the children needed a space to burn off energy.  We wanted children in church, but 

the church was not child friendly.  Speaking with parents, the suggestion of a playground 

was proposed with some slides and swings for children to play on during coffee hour so 

parents could talk to adults without children running around the building.   

  

The request was made to the church leadership and it turned into eight months of 

debate.  The first question was about liability and cost of insurance.  Then was the cost of 

the material and should that money be better used for other purposes.  Then came the 

question about random kids from the neighborhood using it and vandalizing it.  Every 

reason against building the playground was rooted in some form of fear.  We wanted to 

do something for the children but we were afraid.   

  

PART 1:   

  

 Everyone wants to be kind, compassionate, loving, and humble.  But the most 

common reason that holds many back from acting in such a way is fear.  We may think 

we are kind, compassionate, loving, and humble; but it takes courage against fear to act 

kindly, compassionately, lovingly, and humbly.   

  

 Just the other day my family made brownies for a family in town.  And I didn’t 

know the house of the family, so when I went to deliver them I was filled with doubt if I 

was dropping the brownies off at the correct house.  It was a silly little fear, but it was 

enough to make me doubt.  Bringing food to someone does require a level of courage to 

overcome doubt.   

  

 All it takes for evil to prevail is for good people to do nothing.   

  

PART 2: 

  

 The disciple Peter was a quick acting make it happen kind of personality.  When 

Jesus walked on the water Peter got out of the boat.  When they came to arrest Jesus, 

Peter drew his sword.  When Moses and Elijah appeared on the mountain top Peter 



offered to set up tents.  And when Jesus said the disciples would abandon him Jesus 

quickly shouted he would never do so.  And when the Holy Spirit showed up on 

Pentecost Peter quickly got up and preached the Good News of the resurrection.  Peter 

was always quick to action, and in many ways Jesus loved Peter because he was always 

quick wanting to do the right thing.  Peter always wanted to do the right thing no matter 

what the cost.  He didn’t always do the right thing, but he always wanted to do the right 

thing.   

  

PART 3: 

  

 To be kind, compassionate, loving, and humble requires courage.  There are many 

who will say no, give it sometime, slow things down, question the pros and cons before 

making a decision.  An act of faith requires trust that God will provide even if logic says 

the world would advise against it.   

  

 There were many valid reasons not to build the playground for the children at the 

church.  It was the son of one of the long time members of the church who spoke up and 

made it happen.  He rarely ever came to church.  He was not an active voice in the 

congregation.  But he was a carpenter and offered to build the playground for free.  And 

when he stood up and said why he thought the children should have a playground. He 

stated the church was his mother’s church and not his church because no attention was 

ever paid to his generation in the church.  He believed if the church was blessed to have 

children it should have a playground.   

  

CONCLUSION: 

  

Faith is not an adjective, it is a verb.  In the same way kindness, compassion, love, and 

humbleness are not adjectives.  They are actions driven by faith to overcome doubt.   

  

The world may give us a hundred reasons to have doubt or be afraid.  But with God we 

are able to face all things.  We can overcome doubt and fear.  Therefore we should 

always seek to do good, no matter what the struggle may be.  Faith without action is not 

faith at all.       

 


