
 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message From the Pastor and Sermon Notes for March 20, 2022 

  
Sermon:  “The Hidden History to the Cross” 3rd  Sunday of Lent        

 

Scripture: Matthew 22:15-22 (ESV) 

“Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. And they sent 

their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 

true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for 

you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 

to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you 

hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus 

said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he 

said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went 

away.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 As we continue on the series of the Hidden History to the Cross, we can see there 

are many reasons why Jesus was disliked. Today connects back to week one of the series 

and the issue of taxes. You may recall it took 46 years to build the Temple and the 

Pharisees and the Herodians were burdened with a massive tax to repay the cost of the 

capital project of the temple restoration. Jesus’ disciples did not pay taxes and his 

followers met in public places that did not require a tax because there was no physical 

infrastructure to support.  Jesus had a public ministry without a building.   

 So in the passage from Matthew 22:15-22 Jesus is being asked to make a public 

statement about tax laws. And last week we talked about Jesus’ quick wit to avoid gaffe 

moments. So when Jesus answers them he gives an answer that rubs the Pharisees and 

Herodians the wrong way but is harmless in the eyes of the Romans.  But there is more 

beneath the surface of this question.     

 

PART 1: 

 The Pharisee and the Herodians used temple coins as a currency for those who 

wanted to trade or sell in the temple courts. Because Cesar was believed among the 

Romans to be a god, any coin with his image on it could not be used in the Temple 

Courts. The money changers would require everyone entering the temple to exchange 

their Roman coins for Temple Coins to avoid idolatry in the temple. They charged a large 

fee as an exchange rate as a temple tax.  When those who did business in the temple left 

they would pay the fee a second time to exchange Temple coin back into Roman 

coin.  Those who endured the burden of this fee saw it as a loophole and a perversion of 

God’s law.  It would be like today if you had to exchange US Cash to Federated Church 

Bucks to buy a lobster roll, and then on the way out you had to exchange the change from 

The Federated Church of Hyannis 
 

 



the Federated Church Bucks back into US Cash. And because the transaction happened 

with Federated Church Bucks there would be no sales tax. Basically the equivalent of 

what is happening today with Crypto Currencies.    

 

PART 2: 

 So when Jesus answers the question about taxes, his message back to the 

Herodians and the Pharisees has a double meaning.  They were trying to trick him into 

saying taxes shouldn’t be paid to get him in trouble with the Romans.  Jesus in return 

calls them out on not paying taxes in the temple with the sales of goods.  As a matter of 

fact they make money off the exchange fee by robbing Cesar of taxes for the sales 

of  goods with the Temple Currency Exchange.   

 Think about what it must have looked like to enter the Temple Courts to worship 

God.  Here was a beautiful temple built to honor God, and right at the entrance is a bunch 

of “Currency Exchanges” and “Pay Day Loans” that charge a reasonable 35%-66% 

interest plus exchange fee.  Jesus flipped the script on them.   

 

PART 3: 

 When the Heordians and Pharisee ask Jesus if he and his disciples should pay 

taxes, Jesus agrees with paying taxes to Cesar. But Jesus takes it a step further and says 

he will render to God that which belongs to God, and render to Cesar that which is Cesars 

rather than using the method they used of a tax loophole to steal from God, steal from 

Cesar, and steal from the people.   

The passage in Matthew 22:22 says “they marveled, left him and went 

away”.  Marveled is not a good translation here.  The word is θαύμασε (thávmase) which 

mean marvel or to wonder at.  It is a word that is often used to describe a reaction to a 

miracle.  In essence they were stunned by Jesus’ response as some miraculous 

answer.  So when they heard his answer they went away and left him alone.  Basically 

they got the message not to cross him again because he is too quick witted for them.   

 

CONCLUSION: 

 This passage from Matthew 22:15-22 is a great text to use for Stewardship.  If you 

are afraid of the IRS, just know God doesn’t miss anything.   There is no need for a 

currency exchange outside the church building.  There is no church coin of Federated 

Church Buck like some sort of new crypto-currency. There is no avoiding putting in 

one’s fair share.  Jesus wasn’t anti-government or someone who complained about 

taxes.  The fact that he wasn’t anti-Roman is what really upset Judas in the end when he 

was betrayed for 30 pieces of silver coin with Caesar's image on it.  If Judas really was 

anti-Roman he should have asked for temple coins.   

 But here is the Good News, God has paid our debts in full to God.  What we give 

as an offering is not a God tax. What we give as an offering is an expression of 

gratitude. And we use the offering to support the needs of the community and care for all 

of God’s children. We maintain this building not to be a historic landmark on Main St, 

but to be used to glorify God in the way we serve God with this sacred space we share to 

do ministry together. It is not about what our seating capacity is, it is about what our heart 

capacity is to show the love of God.   


