
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message From the Pastor and Sermon Notes for March 6, 2022 

  

Sermon: “The Hidden History to the Cross” 1st Sunday of Lent        Rev.  White 

 

Scripture: John 2:19-22 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”  They 

replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in 

three days?”  But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the 

dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the 

words that Jesus had spoken. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 I am excited to share with you this series as we begin our Lenten journey 

together.  It wasn’t until seminary that I began to see the bigger picture of the journey to 

the cross.  How could a beloved Rabbi believed to be the Son of God end up on a 

cross?  There has to be more to the story.   

 Recently there have been several T.V. shows that try to tell the history of Israel at 

the time of Jesus to explain what happened historically. There is more to the story, and 

today is part one of that story. 

 

PART 1: 

 I will start the story 20 years before Jesus was born in a manger with a love hate 

relationship with a particular building.   Herod the Great, who was friends with Cesar 

Augusta began a major renovation project to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem after it was 

destroyed by the Greeks 120 years prior.  The rebuilding project took 46 years to 

complete, which is the connection to the passage from John 2:20.  And once the 

rebuilding of the temple was complete the bill came due for the cost of the 

project.  Herod was determined to make the remodeled temple his legacy in Jewish 

history.  It was to be a symbol on a hill that travelers coming to Jerusalem would be able 

to see from miles away with the gleam off the marble and gold used in it.  The project 

nearly bankrupted Jerusalem.  And the cost of repaying the loan fell to Herod’s son also 

called Herod.   

  

PART 2: 

 The birth of Jesus it started with Cesar Augusta ordering a census be taken.  This 

was because Israel owed a large loan amount and the census was needed to secure the 
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backing of the loan for the project.  But when King Herod was trying to secure his 

legacy, he receives word that another king was born that was not a child of his.  Herod’s 

legacy as the great rebuilder of the temple is threatened by this new born king.   This 

begins the hunt for Jesus and why Mary and Joseph fled to Egypt with Jesus. 

 After Herod the Great dies Jesus returns from Egypt and lives in Galilee a remote 

area in the countryside.  And Herod Jr. takes over for his father with the responsibility of 

repaying the loan.     

 

PART 3: 

 The greater story of Jesus road to the cross is can be connected to Israel’s Capital 

Campaign to rebuild the temple.  All the other Rabbis of the time had to collect taxes to 

pay for the temple rebuilding fund, but Jesus was a Rabbi without a building and did not 

require his disciples to pay temple taxes.  In fact Jesus did not use a Synagogue or the 

Temple to teach from.  The movement to follow him created a tax loophole that avoided 

temple taxes.  This made him a target for the other Rabbis who had to pay temple 

taxes.  The movement to follow Jesus again threatened the legacy of Herod the Great 

because it was quickly replacing temple worship and creating a tax loophole for those 

seeking to express religious freedom.   

 

CONCLUSION: 

 John 2:19-22 Jesus tells those around him if they destroyed the temple he would 

rebuild it in 3 days.  They remind Jesus it took Herod 46 years to rebuild the temple and 

billions of dollars by today’s costs.   

 BUT what Jesus was actually saying to them is God does not dwell in a house of 

stone and brick but in the hearts and flesh of humankind.   

As is says in Acts 7:44-48 “Our ancestors had the tabernacle of the covenant law with 

them in the wilderness. It had been made as God directed Moses, according to the pattern 

he had seen.  After receiving the tabernacle, our ancestors under Joshua brought it with 

them when they took the land from the nations God drove out before them. It remained in 

the land until the time of David,  who enjoyed God’s favor and asked that he might provide 

a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.  But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 

“However, the Most High does not live in houses made by human hands. As the prophet 

says: 

The Spirit of God and the temple in which God dwells is us.  God lives in us, not in a 

building.  “Wherever two or more are gathered there I am with you.” (Matthew 18:20) 

The Church is not a building; the church is not a steeple; the church is a people.  Any Rabbi 

that tells people to abandon the building after a major Capital Campaign runs the risk of 

being crucified.  But that is what Jesus did.  He was popular with the people who wanted 

to avoid paying the temple tax but hated by those who had to pay the debt for the temple 

renovations.   

Jesus’ message to us today is invest in people.  Use the gifts of God to rebuild lives, do 

not go into debt rebuilding temples.  Herod didn’t rebuild the temple to honor God, Herod 

rebuilt the temple to honor himself.  Given the choice of a building or people, always put 

people first.   
 


