
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message From the Pastor and Sermon Notes for April 10, 2022 

  
Procession of the Palms:   

 Anyone who would like to participate in the procession of the Palms is welcome to 

do so on Palm Sunday. We will gather outside the church on the sidewalk to the front 

entrance by 9:55 AM. At 10:00 we will enter the church waving palm branches and 

singing Hosanna in the highest like the crowds did when Jesus entered Jerusalem.  Like 

those gathered 2000 years ago, we too will proclaim Jesus as Lord and celebrate the 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem as Jesus’ disciples today. Please invite friends and 

families to join in the celebration. We would love to have children participate in being 

part of the story.   

  

Sermon:  “The Hidden History to the Cross” Palm Sunday      

 

Scripture: Luke 19:29-40 

As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent 

two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, 

you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If 

anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” Those who were 

sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its 

owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They replied, “The Lord needs 

it.”  They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. As he 

went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. When he came near the place where 

the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to 

praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: “Blessed is the king who 

comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” Some of the 

Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” “I tell you,” he 

replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 For several weeks we have been talking about the hidden story of the power 

dynamics between Jesus, the Pharisees (teachers of the law), the Sadducees (priesthood), 

and the Herodians (Jewish Royalty). And one of the hidden histories in the path towards 

the cross is the coronation of Jesus as King when Jerusalem already had an appointed 

royal leader.    

 

PART 1: 

 When Jesus was born wisemen came from the east and went to King Herod to 

offer gifts for a newborn king. But King Herod didn’t have any new heirs, so this news 

was very troubling to him. King Herod the Great eventually died and his son Herod  

The Federated Church of Hyannis 
 

 



 

Agrippa took over as King. But Herod the son did not have the special relationship his 

father Herod the Great had with Cesar. He was given the title as king but did not have as 

much authority as his father did. This was partly because there was a large amount of 

money that was owed to Roman for the building project of his father in rebuilding the 

temple. Pilate was appointed as Governor of the region and had more authority than 

Quirinus. Quirinus had a larger territory to govern and was most likely less involved in 

day-to-day operations in Jerusalem as he was in Syria. Pilate on the other hand was 

stationed in Jerusalem with a smaller territory to governor and was more involved in local 

matters which decreased Herod the son’s ability to rule.   

 

PART 2: 

 When Jesus came riding in on a colt it symbolized that Jesus would be a King like 

the Maccabees, the rulers of Jerusalem prior to the reign of the Herod Family. When the 

Maccabees reclaimed Jerusalem from the Greeks they rode into the city on colts and the 

people waved Palm Branches. They were greeted as military victors.   

 This demonstration of the crowd waving palm branches shows what the people 

were expecting of Jesus. They wanted a warrior king like the Maccabee brothers.  They 

wanted to stop the Romans and the burdensome taxation caused by Herod. And because 

of Jesus’ royal lineage of being born in Bethlehem he was seen to be the Messiah 

(meaning anointed one as a king, a priest, and a prophet). So the people shouted Hosana 

praising God in the highest for sending Jesus as the only hope to replace Herod and stop 

the Roman occupation of Jerusalem.   

 

PART 3: 

 The Pharisees in the crowd told Jesus to rebuke the people because they feared it 

would lead to an uprising. But Jesus answered them that if he told them to be quiet even 

the rocks would cry out. This means that what was set in motion could not be 

stopped. Jesus was well aware that his path ultimately would lead to Jerusalem and to the 

cross.  It was a hidden story that his journey would lead to the cross. But the mystery 

finally was revealed and the truth was finally known. The Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve. This truth is spoked at the last supper.   

 

CONCLUSION: 

 There is a lesson in this hidden story, Jesus is Lord not because the people made 

him Lord but because he is the Lord.  Even if the people were to be silent the rocks would 

still cry out.  Jesus is the Lord of life and the Lord of hope. Because of Jesus we are able 

to see that life has meaning beyond the grave.   

 Perhaps there are things that we wish with the actions we take will live beyond our 

time here on earth. Death could not stop Jesus from doing the will of the Father.  In the 

same way fear should never stop us from doing what the Lord wills for us to 

accomplish. Even though Jesus knew he was being led to his death upon the cross, it did 

not stop him from celebrating special moments like Palm Sunday along the way. No 

matter what tomorrow brings, today let us celebrate and proclaim Jesus in Lord of our 

lives.   


