
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message From the Pastor and Sermon Notes for April 17, 2022 

  
 Happy Easter.  He is risen, He is risen indeed. The church has now successfully 

been opened and back to in-person worship for a year now. In the early church the new 

year did not start on January 1. The new year started on Easter. It is the beginning of the 

liturgical calendar. So in addition to Happy Easter I say to you Happy New Year as 

well. May the Lord bless our journey of new beginnings and new life.   

                                                                    

  Pastor Derek 

  

Sermon:  “It Ain’t Over till it’s Over”  - Easter       

 

Scripture: Luke 24:1-12 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they 

had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but 

when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were 

wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood 

beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the 

men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he 

has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of 

Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be 

raised again.’” Then they remembered his words. When they came back from the tomb, 

they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, 

Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 

But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 

Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying 

by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 While many will say the comeback Super Bowl of the Patriots against the Atlanta 

Falcons is one of the greatest comeback wins, it ain’t nothing compared to Jesus’ 

comeback story.   

 Everyone went home thinking it was all over, the party had ended, Jesus was 

dead. There was no doubting it, he was dead. The Roman Centurion, a high-ranking 

soldier trained as an executioner had declared it. Guards were placed at the tomb to 

prevent the body from being stolen. Jesus was wrapped in a burial cloth and the stone 

was rolled in front of the tomb.  Everyone, including those closest to him, knew with 

certainty he was dead. But while everyone said it was over, God said it ain’t over till it’s 

over.   
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PART 1: 

 Just last week I was asked an important theological question.  What makes 

Christianity unique compared to the other world religions?  And without any hesitation I 

remembered C.S. Lewis was once asked the same question by a group of theologians on 

how to define Christianity as being unique to other world religions.  C.S. Lewis 

answered, “it’s simple, it’s the resurrection”.  Christianity is the only religion that 

proclaims and believes Jesus rose from the grave as a resurrected person.   

 

PART 2: 

 Far too often world religions are explained in terms of morality.  The universal 

belief is if you are a good person you will go to heaven.  Almost all the world religions 

teach morality in some form.  But Christianity and the message that Jesus taught even 

those who do not do good can be redeemed, can be forgiven, can be 

resurrected.  Morality has nothing to do with going to heaven.  It is only through the one 

who paid the price for sin that our sins can be forgiven.  Heaven isn’t for perfect people, 

heaven is for a redeemed people.  It is for people who perhaps thought there was no 

chance they ever make it and God said “it ain’t over till it’s over”.    

 

PART 3: 

 A challenge of the world is we so often give up too soon.  How many of us turned 

off our TV when it was 28 - 3 with 4:44 minutes left in the 3rd quarter?  Remember that 

sinking feeling watching that game here in New England.  The disciples felt it so much 

worse than we did here in New England with that game.   

 But remember the feeling of victory with that comeback Super Bowl.  That victory 

is nothing compared to the victory the disciples felt when they saw the risen Jesus.  There 

is no greater comeback story in all of creation than the story of Jesus.  He was dead, but 

now is risen.  Those who witnessed the resurrection were forever transformed by it.  That 

comeback story is 2000 years old.  It is told way more than that comeback Super Bowl 

story will ever be told.   

 

CONCLUSION: 

 But here is the crucial lesson to learn in all of this.  Even when we give up, God 

never gives up on us.  Jesus didn’t come to save just the people who practiced good 

morality, Jesus came to save those who felt the world had given up on them.  Someone 

like the criminal on the cross next to Jesus when Jesus said, “today you will be with me 

in Paradise”.   

 I know we are not a UCC Church even though I am a UCC minister.  But the UCC 

does have the comma logo which means never put a period where God puts a 

comma.  The story ain’t over.  God never said death is a period.  Death itself is only a 

comma.  That is because we are not the author of the story, it’s God’s story.  We don’t 

control the ending, only God gets to write the ending.  And it ain’t over till it’s over.   


