
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message From the Pastor and Sermon Notes for April 3, 2022 

  
Sermon: “The Hidden History to the Cross” - 5th  Sunday of Lent         

 

Scripture: Matthew 9:1-8 

  

Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. Some men brought to 

him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 

man, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven. “At this, some of the teachers of the law 

said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming! “Knowing their thoughts, Jesus 

said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your 

sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of 

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, 

take your mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and went home. When the crowd saw 

this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to 

man. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

  

This is the fifth week of our Lenten Study on Jesus and the hidden story to the 

cross.  Last week we looked at the meaning of the Sabbath and why Jesus broke tradition 

to heal the man on the Sabbath. This week is another story of Jesus healing.   

 No matter what Jesus seemed to do there were those who loved him and those who 

were always upset with him. In one sense people loved him because he offered 

hope.  Others disliked him because that hope meant acknowledging there was a problem 

that needed to be amended. For those who were in positions of authority, the 

responsibility of who to blame often was directed at them. Anyone who has ever been in 

a position of leadership knows that it can be very stressful and lots of people have 

suggestions how things can be done better.  There is always a power struggle over who is 

in charge.   

 

PART 1 

  

What is remarkable about this passage of scripture of the man who is healed is 

how the power struggle between Jesus and the other teachers of the law is played 

out.  Time and time again the teachers of the law question Jesus.  He is a non-conformist 

and often breaks with tradition in his teachings. And the heart of the question that often is 
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directed at Jesus is with what authority does Jesus have to do what Jesus does.  Who gave 

Jesus the authority to say and do the things that he does?   

 And Jesus’ response often is his Father in heaven. Consider what that response 

must have felt like to the other teachers of the law. They believe that God has given them 

authority to be teachers of the law. Jesus claims God has given him authority to teach the 

law. The two sides don’t seem to see eye to eye on how to teach the law.  And the 

dynamics of a power struggle is created.     

 

PART 2 

 

 Here in the story of the paralyzed man the issue is not about Jesus healing the 

man, but Jesus forgiving the man of his sins. Tradition of the law teaches that only God 

who art in heaven can forgive sins. That is because by the very nature of sin it is an 

offense towards God. Because the offense is directed at God, only God can forgive the 

offense.   

 But in this passage of scripture, we see Jesus working as an intercessor who claims 

the authority to forgive sin.  It is only natural that the teachers of the law would question 

where did Jesus get such authority to say and do such things.  Only if God appointed 

Jesus as an intercessor could he have the authority to say the man’s sins are forgiven.  

   

PART 3 

 

 We as Christians believe that Jesus is an intercessor on our behalf who does have 

the authority to forgive sins. Jesus showed to the teachers of the law that he could 

perform miraculous healings such as restoring sight to the blind, restoring a deformed 

hand, or making the lame walk.   

 At the time such conditions were often believed to be the result of sin. By 

restoring people from such illnesses Jesus had already shown he had authority to act as an 

intercessor.  But this authority that Jesus had was a greater authority than that of the 

teachers of the law. It created an unbalanced relationship between Jesus and the teachers 

of the law. Why would anyone come to the teachers of the law if Jesus had greater 

authority than they did? This was a threat to the established way things had been done.  

   

CONCLUSION 

 

 Any time there is a power shift, there is bound to be turmoil.  And this is one of 

the several reasons why such a beloved Rabbi was ultimately led to the cross. But the key 

lesson in all of this is that Jesus is the one who does have the authority to be an 

intercessor on our behalf for the forgiveness of sin.  Jesus has authority. And while some 

may have seen the cross as a means to take Jesus’ authority away, the resurrection only 

strengthens Jesus’ claim that he was telling the truth of who he is.   

 An important lesson for us to remember is that Jesus is always the one who has the 

authority in the Church over all things. Without the teachings of Jesus, we have no real 

authority in the world to affect anything.  It is not by our authority; it is by the Authority 

of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords that our sins are forgiven.   


