
 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message from the Pastor and Sermon Notes for May 8, 2022 

  

Scripture: Proverbs 1:20-23 

 

Wisdom shouts in the streets. She cries out in the public square.  She calls to the crowds along the main 

street, to those gathered in front of the city gate: “How long, you simpletons, will you insist on being 

simpleminded?  How long will you mockers relish your mocking?  How long will you fools hate 

knowledge?  Come and listen to my counsel.  I’ll share my heart with you and make you wise. 

  

Sermon: “The Founding Mothers of the Church” 

 

Introduction 
The Apostle Paul wrote in his letter recorded in 1 Cor. 14:34-35 “For God is not a God of disorder, but of 

peace—as in all the churches of the saints. Women are to be silent in the churches. They are not permitted to 

speak, but must be in submission, as the law says. If they wish to inquire about something, they are to ask their 

own husbands at home; for it is dishonorable for a woman to speak in the church”.  Paul also wrote “wives are 

to submit to their husbands” Ephesians 5:22 .   

 

Paul wrote these things.  Last week I shared the Gospel is often preached better at times without words.  If it 

wasn’t for women like Lydia who was the first convert of Paul who started the church in Philippi which 

supported him in his ministry, Paul’s letters most likely would never have been delivered.  And if it wasn’t for 

the faith of Lois and Eunice, who were the grandmother and mother of Timothy (Paul’s adopted son and 

mentee), Paul would not have had a successor to write letters to.  Paul’s ministry succeeded because of 

important women in the church who advanced the Gospel and didn’t need to say foolish things to do so.   

 

Part 1  

 I must admit that Paul said some things that definitely come across as sexists and as 

discriminatory.  I won’t try to spin it in some way to say that isn’t what he meant when he wrote those 

words.  Paul said a lot of things that were beneficial for the founding of churches, and Paul said a lot of 

things that were also harmful for the founding of churches.   

Paul was not a member of the Council in Jerusalem and did not have the authority to speak for 

all of Christendom.  As a matter of fact he was called before the Council several times to answer for 

statements he made.  Paul started many churches that did things differently than the other churches 

started by the other apostles.  He was given the authority to proclaim the Gospel, but not to establish 

doctrine independently of the Council’s authority.  The Church is a community and for there to be 

doctrine the Holy Spirit must lead the Church into unity on such matters.  It is not one voice that 

creates doctrine, it is many voices brought into unity through the Holy Spirit that establishes 

doctrine.  Paul was called to preach the Gospel, he was not given authority to establish doctrine 

independent of the Counsel.  So his comments of women being submissive and silent is not a Church 

doctrine.   

 

Part 2 

Now there was one who did sit on the Council in Jerusalem and who for a time was the head of 

the Council.  That would be the apostle John.  In the Gospel of John chapter 4 he says to test every 
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spirit.  The spirit of God brings about love, it removes fear and judgment as punishment, and it requires 

all as servants of Christ Jesus that we must love one another.  Even Paul in Ephesians 4:1-6 recognizes 

the Holy Spirit brings about unity in the body of Christ.  All doctrine must lead to unity and mutual 

love in the body of believers.   

Sadly, it took the Church almost 1800 years to recognize the first disciples to proclaim the 

Gospel were the women at the tomb.  They were the first to receive it and to proclaim it.  And if we are 

to look at the source of wisdom in the Bible, Proverbs says the source of wisdom is a woman who 

speaks to fools that will not listen.  And let's be truthful, if it wasn’t for wise women of faith who 

proclaimed the Gospel regardless of what Paul said, the Church would have turned into just another 

fraternal order or boys club.  Up until the Protestant Reformation that pretty much is what it was.  A 

group of men who only wanted to highlight the contributions of men in the Church and claim the 

success of the Church was the result of the founding Fathers.  But we know today there is much more 

to the story than just the work of the men in the Church.  Sadly, the records of the contributions of 

women in the Church were not recorded as well as the men.   

 

Part 3 

 Today it should be recognized that it was the founding Mothers of the Church who sowed seeds 

of faith that taught the love of Christ.  Rather than calling for crusades and inquisitions, they 

established orders of mercy that promoted the love of Christ to all.  They offered wisdom from the 

Holy Spirit.  Why Paul instructed women should not speak in Church is bizarre.  But Paul was writing 

letters to struggling Pastors who were selected by him and who were also male.  It might have only 

been his counsel to those Pastors.   

Conclusion: 

 Today is a day in which the founding Mothers of the Church should be recognized and 

celebrated.  Many of you may know I am deeply impressed with the founding pastor of The Federated 

Church and her vision of what this church should be.  Rev. Dr. Sarah Dixon was a woman of profound 

wisdom.  And she inspired a lot of other women here on the Cape to organize.  She had strong support 

from many women and men who saw the discrimination of women as injustice and not in alignment 

with the teachings of the Gospel that promotes equality and unity.   

 In just a couple weeks we will celebrate Memorial Day, which comes from the traditions of 

mothers from the Civil War laying wreaths on the graves of soldiers both from the Union and the 

Confederacy.  It was this act of love and compassion that brought unity back to these United States 

after an extremely bloody civil war.  They proclaimed the Gospel in actions stronger than words.   

 Mothers don’t need to use words to teach their children.  The love of a mother says it all.  And 

when correction is needed, the look of a mother does the same.  To all the women of the Church, happy 

Mother’s Day.  And for all the Founding Mothers of the Church through whom we have been blessed 

by their wisdom and teachings let us pray: 

Prayer:  Lord we confess that we the Church make mistakes.  We fail to love as you first loved 

us.  We fail to forgive as you forgave us.  And we have ignored wisdom that could have brought unity 

rather than division.  You revealed to us a teaching that establishes a community of love, peace, joy, 

and hope; and yet we still live in a broken world of hatred, violence, anger, and despair.  Give us ears 

to hear and open hearts to receive the teachings of both men and women in your Church who have been 

perfected in faith guided by the Holy Spirit.  Let there be one Church united in love.  For mothers of 

the faith who have instructed children in your ways, we honor their contributions in your holy 

name.  Amen! 


